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(CNN) White House chief of staff John Kelly denied any knowledge of his former aide Rob Porter's

alleged domestic abuse as he laid out his justification for booting him from the administration. In his
first statement since the news broke of Porter's alleged domestic abuse, Kelly -- who has stayed by
the President's side for the seven months since the announcement of the former aide's departure --

admitted to not knowing of it. "Rob Porter is a man of true integrity and honor, and I can't say
enough good things about him," he said in a statement. "He is a friend, a confidante and a trusted

professional. I am proud to serve alongside him." Porter's ex-wives also weighed in, saying that
Porter's violence and intimidation during their marriage would have been visible and they never

would have put up with it. "We were aware that he had once been married, but we did not know the
type of man he had been," Jennifer Willoughby said. "There was no way we would have tolerated the

way he treated women." Kelly offered his defense of Porter, describing him as a "man of true
integrity and honor" and crediting him for his good character. In a statement on Tuesday, Porter
disputed the allegations and defended himself, writing, "I have no reason to question anyone's

statements regarding this issue. I am the chief of staff and was fortunate to serve in the White House
my entire adult life. I have been married for over a decade. I have two children who are and always
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will be my world. I'm a better person because I have been through this experience and have learned
from it. I have not "embarrassed anyone by whom I have been associated in the past." After learning
in January 2017 that he had been passed over for an assistant secretary of state job, Porter told CNN

he filed a complaint with the State Department's Office of Professional Responsibility, the White
House Personnel Security Office, the FBI and U.S. Capitol Police. Porter had been up for the job. He

claimed he was set up by his former wife who'd told him his security clearance
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