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to cut off access to
various peer-to-peer
services for repeat

infringers, keeping the
creativity flowing

without impunity and
what Hollywood views

as a very profitable
piracy monster. The

RIAA, MPAA, and local
anti-piracy outfits

essentially have their
own private network of

content distributors
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dedicated to culling
BitTorrent and other P2P

networks on a regular
basis, just to maintain

their monopoly over the
content. Then, for those
who dont comply, and
who dont want to fork
over the $35, they get

the boot too. Thats
where the MAFIAA and
ISPs come into play. All
major ISPs are going to

start screening
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BitTorrent, and if the
ISPs find that a

customer is illegally
sharing copyrighted
material, well, here

comes the first strike.
Copyright lawyers are

trained to go on a quest
to collect evidence to

prove the piracy claims.
ISPs also have an in-

house expert that
screens through the
sharing websites for
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illegal material and
escalates it to

headquarters for review.
Here comes the second
strike. Well, theyd have
a little problem if they
try and do this. Under

United States copyright
law, there is still no

such thing as a private
right of action, which is
why the RIAA and MPAA

need to lobby
lawmakers constantly,
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as well as defend the
latest legislation in

Congress. In the eyes of
copyright holders, its

just a natural truth that
people have a right to
fair use, so anything
thats taken without

permission or payment
is probably not fair use.

For more on fair use,
and what makes it or
doesnt in the eyes of
the law, check out our
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series on fair use.
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