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between expression of the far-flung gene and
formation of CFU-s17+ in the bone marrow of mice. In
previous studies it was demonstrated that 7-day
culture of bone marrow cells in medium enriched with
newborn calf serum, is a suitable method to study the
formation of CFU-s17+ cells which are probably
committed to commitment to granulocyte-
macrophage- and monocytic-lineage cells. Thus, under
optimal culture conditions the observed granulocytic
and monocytic colony-forming cells (CFU-C) were
shown to give rise to granulocytes (CFU-GM) and
monocytes (CFU-M). No clusters of colonies (CFU-M-
E) could be detected. However, in preliminary
experiments it could be shown that even in the
presence of normal serum, the formation of such
clusters of colonies was inhibited in cultures of bone
marrow cells of mice but not of rats. It was therefore
the aim of the present study to investigate whether an
altered expression of the far-flung gene could be
related to this effect. Hence, by using a mouse cell line
which expressed the far-flung gene in absence of
inducer as well as an allele of the far-flung gene which
is supposed to be expressed in the absence of inducer,
it was found that the precursors of CFU-M-E cluster
formation showed a much lower far-flung gene



expression than cells which lack clusters of CFU-M-E.
Thus, the reduced expression of the far-flung gene in
the CFU-M-E precursor cells might be the cause for its
inability to form clusters of CFU-M-E.Got a minute?
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